Unit 32, Session 4

Peter Was Rescued from Prison (Acts 12)

Dear families,

Acts 12 tells the story of God'’s divine and miraculous rescue of His apostle Peter. While King
Herod sought to make an example of Peter, it was God alone who was able to showcase His
power and might amidst the persecution of the church. This passage highlights the power of
prayer amidst hardship and how God's purposes for His church will prevail despite the futile
attempts of the enemy.

What can we learn about God’s plans despite persecution and suffering? What can we learn
about living on mission even during our most difficult circumstances?

God’s plans for the good of His church, even during persecution, include the fervent prayers of
the saints. The intercession of these faithful believers revealed that their only hope was in the
Lord, and it was their prayers that were used by God to rescue Peter from prison. As God
answered their prayers, He showcased His power to thwart the evil plans of those who wish to
harm His church. Peter's incredible escape from prison reflects the same hope that we who
have trusted in Jesus receive as the chains of sin fall off, and we are set free from
condemnation. God's purpose for His church was by no means coming to an end in that prison
cell; rather the word of God spread and multiplied. (Acts 12:24)

The consequence of declaring the gospel of Jesus Christ was costly for Peter and for James,
who was executed by Herod. Though Herod’s sentence for James was death, to die would



mean this disciple’s gain. Peter knew the consequences of sharing the gospel, yet he also
believed that Jesus was worth giving his life to, trusting that the salvation of others was worth
the risk as well. Even still, God granted Peter salvation from this prison cell so that he could
continue living on mission for Him.

May we be aware that God has done more than send an angel to rescue us from earthly
hardship. He sent His very Son to rescue us from the eternal consequence of our sins. Christ’s
sacrifice on our behalf offers the hope we need to endure difficulties and the boldness we need
to share His divine hope with others.

Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family
worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family
activities.

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

Babies & Toddlers: God hears and answers prayers.

Younger Preschool: God heard the prayers of the people. He had a plan for Peter, and
He helped him escape from prison. Peter wanted to share the good news about Jesus
no matter what.

e Older Preschool: God heard the prayers of the people. He had a plan for Peter, and He
helped him escape from prison. Peter knew he might die because he believed in Jesus,
but he wanted to share the good news about Jesus no matter what.

e Kids: God answered the people’s prayers for Peter. God had a plan for Peter and the
church, and He rescued Peter from his enemies. Peter knew he would face death
because he believed in Jesus, but he kept going so he could share the good news of the
gospel.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit.

Younger Preschool: Who is the church? The church is all Christians around the world.
Older Preschool: What is the church? The church is all Christians everywhere.

Kids: What is the church? The church is all Christians everywhere, who gather together
in their communities to worship and serve God.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit.

e Babies & Toddlers: The church has many people who help. 1 Corinthians 12:12



e Younger Preschool: Like a body has many parts, the church has many people who
work together. 1 Corinthians 12:12

e Older Preschool: For just as the body is one and has many parts ... so also is Christ. 1
Corinthians 12:12

e Kids: For just as the body is one and has many parts, and all the parts of that body,
though many, are one body—so also is Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:12

** Next week: We Are Part of One Church (1 Corinthians 12))



What Doesn’t Belong?

INSTRUCTIONS: God answered the believers prayers and rescued Peter from prison. Find and circle the eight objects that do not belong in the picture.
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Peter Was Rescued
from Prison

BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

- King Herod Agrippa
persecuted Christians and had
Peter arrested. The church
prayed for God to help Peter.

- At night, while Peter slept, an
angel came to rescue him.

- The angel led Peter out of the
prison. Peter went to where
the church had gathered. They
were amazed to see Peter.

CHRIST CONNECTION:

God answered the people’s
prayers for Peter. God had a
plan for Peter and the church,
and He rescued Peter from his
enemies. Peter knew he would
face death because he believed
in Jesus, but he kept going so
he could share the good news
of the gospel.

KEY PASSAGE:
1 Corinthians 12:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is the church? The church
is all Christians everywhere,
who gather together in their
communities to worship and
serve God.
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